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t h e War Department for my immediate r e l e a s e and gave me an assignment 
as t h e i r Spec ia l Correspondent i n South Eas t As ia . I accompanied 
Pand i t Jawahar la l Nehru on h i s t ou r of Malaya in March '46 and 
"covered" the same extensively for t he Free P r e ss of I n d i a, who 
congra tu la ted me for my work. 

Proceed ing t o Java a t t he end of t h e t o u r , on the same day 
a s I landed in B a t a v i a , I secured a 'world scoop' on Dr. S j a h r i r ' s 
( Indones ian P r e m i e r ' s ) o f fe r of 500,000 tons of r i c e fo r Ind ia and 
fol lowed xxxx up i t s f u r t h e r p o l i t i c a l developments and repu rcuss ions 
t i l l t he o f fer m a t e r i a l i s e d . P r e s i d e n t Soekarno in h i s h i s t o r i c 
l e t t e r w r i t t e n t o Pand i t Nehru on Aug 17, 1946, ment ions: "... y e s , 
we know how you a l l f e l t about t h i s , and we know too how hard you 
have s t r i v e n t o r e c a l l these t r o o p s and t o g ive us the b e n e f i t of 
your moral suppor t . These can never be f o rgo t t en . That i s why, when 
Mr. P.R.S. Mani asked Mr. Sutan S j a h r i r whether Indones ia would xxxx 
he lp Ind ia w i th r i c e , we agreed wi thout any h e s i t a t i o n w h a t s o e v e r . . . " 
I t i s c l ea r t h a t i t was on my i n i t i a t i v e t h a t Ind ia ob ta ined n e a r l y 
xxxx 60,000 tons of r i c e from Java a t a t ime when i t was s o r e l y 
needed in Ind ia and i t has been recorded t h a t when the f i r s t shipment 
of t h i s r i c e reached the south-west coas t of I n d i a , the joy of the 
people t h e r e , xxxx who were on the verge of famine, knew no bounds. 
I t i s very r a r e l y g iven t o a j o u r n a l i s t t o have been of such g r e a t 
use t o the people of h i s xxxx count ry . Al though up todate I have 
rece ived no l e t t e r xxxx from the Government of Ind ia acknowledging 
my s e r v i c e s , i t has been my fo r tune to have rece i ved c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
not only from my Ed i to r and Indonesian l e a d e r s who read in i t 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l advantages a r i s i n g from an agreement w i th I n d i a , but 
a l s o from Pand i t Jawahar la l Nehru who wrote t o me on 17 June '46: 
"You are doing good work in Indones ia and I hope you w i l l cont inue 
i t " . 

Because of my exper ience in I ndones ia , I can c la im xxxx 
c l ose xxxx acqua in tance wi th l e a d e r s of a l l p o l i t i c a l thought in 
Indonesia both w i th in and ou t s i de the Republ ic . The P r e s i d e n t of 
the Repub l i c , t he p resen t Premier Dr. Ha t ta and the ex-Premiers 
Dr. S j a h r i r and Dr. Amir Shar i fudd in a re all i n t i m a t e l y known t o me 
and p a r t i c u l a r l y w i th Dr. Hat ta and Dr. S j a h r i r , I che r i sh my c lose 
f r i endsh ip . During Dr. H a t t a ' s incogn i to v i s i t t o Ind ia in June '47, 
I ac ted as h i s a ide end when h i s presence in Delh i was not known t o 

xxxx in Ind ia t i l l he had re tu rned t o Indones ia . 
I have worked for t he Indonesian p ress as we l l . I have been 

the Sta f f Corresponent of Antara (Indonesian News Agency) and a weekly 
pape r , S iasxx , a t New Delhi a c c r e d i t e d to the Government of I nd ia , 
but wi th the ' p o l i c e a c t i o n ' in Java in Ju l y l a s t year , I had xxxx 
ceased to be an e f f e c t i v e Correspondent for them. I have w r i t t e n 
on Indonesia fo r seve ra l magazines and papers in Ind ia and I have 
a l s o con t r i bu ted a 6000-word a r t i c l e on "Recent P o l i t i c a l and 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Developments in Indones ia" t o the 'India Quar te r l y ' ,  
of the Indian Counci l of World A f f a i r s , of which I am a l so a member. 

In sho r t , Indonesia has been my i n t e r e s t ever s ince I 
landed on her shores and I can j u s t l y c la im cons ide rab le understand 
of her people and her problems as I have watched the growth of 
the Republ ic ever s ince i t s b i r t h , r a t h e r from a c lose ang le . 

Since Oct 8, 1947, I have been the P r e s s At tache t o the 
Consul General for Ind ia in Indonesia . 

P.S. I r e g r e t I am unable t o submit 
xxxx c l i p p i n g s of my j o u r n a l i s t i c 

work t o the commission but sha l l be ready 
t o produce them a t the i n t e r v i e w . 

(P .R .S . Mani) 


