
TELL INDONESIA ABOUT INDIA 
(By FREE PRESS OF INDIA REPRESENTATIVE) 

BATAVIA, (By Air). 
There is great and consuming avidity in Indonesia, among all classes, to learn all about 

India. But how is that eagerness met?—not by any accredited Indian Consul, which would 
have been the case, were India an independent country. The haphazard manner in which informa
tion about India is furnished, the travesty of our, ancient culture and art that is presented by 
those sent out to entertain troops and other as pects of the problem are brought out in this dis
patch by the Free Press of India Correspondent in Indonesia. 

He also draws attention to a parallel problem in Indonesia which leads prominent Indone
sians to think that the Indian Pakistan problem is in the main an Imperialist invention. 

ONE often hears here: "Indonesia 
India sama sama." It means 

India and Indonesia are the same"; 
xxxxt may also mean that the two 

countries are equal or together. All 
classes of Indonesians say the same 
thing, whether they are educated, 

illiterate, rich or poor. 
But why do they say it? I have 

asked several men in the street, as 
well as educated friends, the rea
sons; and all of them tell me that 
it is because both the countries have 
been carrying on the same kind of 
struggle against Imperialism and 
foreign domination. Our methods 
may be different at present; but both 
India and Indonesia are against the 
system more than against the indivi
duals or groups who exploit the 
system for their own ends. 

ALL EAGER TO KNOW 

There is great eagerness on the 
part of Indonesians to learn more 
about India. Leading politicians are 
keen on knowing the present condi
tions in India and how our differ
ences are going to be reconciled. 
Socialists desire to learn if India 
would become a socialist state im
mediately after wresting her freedom. 
Youths ask if we have our own 
national army, and if non-violence 
can be a potent instrument against 
powerful and ruthless imperialists. 
Educated women and girls, more 
than keen on making contacts with 
our sisters and mothers, ply a large 
number of questions regarding the 
emancipation of Indian women. 

To quench this great thirst for 
knowledge about India, what are the 
Indonesians offered? Who is it that 
could give them any information 
about India? Why is there no Indian 
Attache to the British Consulate 
here, who, in the event of India's 
freedom being established soon, 
could become a full-fledged Indian 
Consul to Indonesia? It is time India 
and her people thought something 
about re-establishing contact with 
a people who are related to them 
by blood and culture, and contact 
with whom had been broken by the 
blending, for all practical purposes, 
of two powerful Imperialisms, which 
could survive only by building a 

great wall between India and Indo
nesia, 
UNOFFICIAL AMBASSADORS 

In the absence of official re
presentatives, Indian troops and 
Indian civilians are our unoffi
cial ambassadors. The last be 
long mostly to the merchant 
classes cut away for quite a 
long time from their mother-
country and victims of persecu
tion by the authorities for their 
former association with the In 
dian Independence League. 
As for the troops, the rank and file 

speak the truth, the little they know 
about their own country, often ex
pressing it incoherently. Most 
Indian officers maintain a dignified 
attitude, and in their zeal, give way 
to emotion while talking of India' 
urge for freedom. 

But there are a few who pretenxxxx 
to be Indian nationalists, infiltrate 
into Indonesian society, and gradu
ally radiate Imperialist propaganda 
In these congenial climates for Im
perialism, one is not surprised to 
find strange bed-fellows. Indian 
Communists working for the British 
Foreign Office! One can understand 
British Communists doing similar 
work and sometimes turning their 
jobs to their advantage. 

There are also a negligible number 
who approach the Indonesians with 
their theory of Pakistan and plead 
with them to recognise their religious 
approach to the Indian problem. Most 
Indonesian politicians regard it axxxx 
India's internal affair, and clearlxxxx 
express no desire to take sides. To 
them. India's struggle against Im
perialism is more important and their 
own approach here is not based on 
any religious basis. 
ECONOMIC ISSUES 

Younger Indonesians look a t 
India's problems from the eco
nomic aspect, and realise that 
once economic issues come to 
the foreground with the removal 
of a foreign ruler, these rel igi
ous differences are bound to 
disappear gradually. Moreover, 
of late, with the Dutch propo
sal to divide Indonesia, they 
vaguely recognise Pakistan as 
the pattern-child of Imperialism. 
In view of their own large po

pulation of Muslims who still 
lack education, they would 
rather tread cautiously on such 
issues. 
Apart from contacts, what l i tera

ture do the Indonesians receive 
about India? There is a British I n 
formation Centre, which is open to 
the public, where one often finds 
pictures of turbaned Indians offering 
garlands in welcome of their Impe
rialist rulers. Nothing about the vast 
advances made in Indian industry, 
nothing about Indian life, art or 
culture. Of course, it will inflame 
and incite the local population if 
they give news pictures about India's 
apostle of non-violence and India's 
eloquent Muslim leader! Least of all 
about the impending Indian famine! 
CHEAP ARTISTES 

And the part played by the "Fauj 
Dilkush Sabha" in completing the 
projection of India to Indonesians 
should not be forgotten. Indian troops 
invite their Indonesian friends to 
such shows at the end of which the 
latter ask the former if that were 
the standard of Indian dancing and 
xxxxrama. Such cheap artistes who 
wist their fingers in ugly forms and 
who shake their hips to please the 
troops, in the absence of others, be
come India's messengers of art. 

This is how a subject country 
moves abroad hitched to the 
wheel of Imperialism with a red 
banner in its hands written: 
"IMPERIALISM DELENDA 
EST." 


