


movement here. Seeing that we have looked to you for so much, 
it is any surprise that we should have turned to you this past 
year when we fought with our back to the wall? Could anything be 
more natural than that? Unfortunately the bulk of the Allied 
occupation forces here were Indian and it was inevitable in the 
nature of things that these Indians and Indonesians should have 
found themselves ranged against each other on the field of battle. 
But that made no difference to our national relations because we 
understood how it had come about. I must digress here to relate 
to you something that happened during a tour I made last year, in 
company with many foreign correspondents, when the battle of 
Surabaya was at its very height. After I had addressed a mass rally 
of a hundred thousand people, one Indian correspondent - Mr. Kidwai – 
asked if he could say a few words. He addressed the gathering and 
said: "If India had been a free country, Indian troops will still 
be here as they are here now, but with a difference - they would 
be fighting for you and not against you". The ovation which 

Mr. Kidwai received amply proved how well my people understood 
the true situation. The spoke the true voice of India. 
         Yes, we know how you felt about all this, and we know 
too how hard you have striven to recall these troops and to give 
us the benefit of your moral support. These can never be forgotten. 
That is why, when Mr. P.S. Mani asked Mr. Sutan Shahrir whether 
Indonesia would help India with rice, we agreed without any 
hesitation whatsoever. Our only regret is that we cannot do more. 
For the goods you are giving us in exchange we are deeply grateful 
especially for the textiles. The three years of Japanese occupation 
plus the present blockade being maintained by the Dutch have made 
our clothing position acute. This also applies to many consumer 
goods which cannot be produced by us. 
         Your personal help in all these mattes, the kind words 
of encouragement you have repeately sent us and the way in which 
you have made the world conscious of the Indonesian question are 
matters for which we can never sufficiently thank you. But 
Indonesians can never forget what you yourself or what India has 
done for us. Ingratitude is not one of our sins. Therefore, we 
shall always cherish the help and good will we have received from 
you and, when all the present difficulties have passed, we look 
forward to friendship and fruitful co-operation with you. Meanwhile 
please accept my best wishes and sincere thanks. We hope it will 
not be long before you can come here in person to see for yourself 
just how deep is the affection and respect we have for your and 
for India. Til then, Merdeka!
                                                          Yours sincerely,
 
                                                     xxxx. Soekarno 


