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the two countries, both prior and after Indian Independ-
ence, it is my categorical assertion that there was
no imposition of Indian views on the Indonesians. With
admirable drafting, often Nehru’s own, the Indian view
point on various issues-whether it was the recognition of
the People’s Republic of China or the form of future
association with the Netherlands in a Union under the
Crown on the model of India’s association with the British
Commonwealth — was clearly stated leaving it to the
Indonesian Republic’s leaders to formulate their own
policy. For instance, when on being acquainted with
Indian views on the recognition of the People’s Republic of
China, Soekarno told me that the Republican Government
would act similarly; twice I met Hatta to have it cross-
checked with him in order to be certain that Indonesian
official policy had been made.

Nehru more than fulfilled his promise of taking

“Every opporturnity to support you in such ways as we

can’; and ‘“however entangled we might be in our own

problems, we think of you for we realise that your struggle

for freedom is intimately connected with ours’ ; these were

: not mere brave words from a comrade leader who had

It great admiration for the Indonesiag’s “great struggle for
freedom” as he himself called it,

How fickle and how capricious are the feelings of
nations for each other even like those of humans! It is
not for me but for others to examine and analyse the
events after January 1950 which dragged India and
Indonesia apart.




