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field, and with no permission given to operate the aircraft at its disposal,
the Committee has no facilities to obtain first hand information through its
own representatives as to the military situation and operations.

Report dated January I4, 1949

Arrangements have been made with Netherland officials whereby the
Committee will visit the Vice-President and the Chairman of the Repub-
lican delegation and the Minister of Education on Banka on January 15,
1949.

The Committee will report fully on the following day to the Security
Council on these arrangements and on the results of the trip.

The Committee has forwarded to the Netherlands Delegation a letter
from the Secretary General of the Republican Delegation requesting that
one or more of the three members of the delegation in Batavia with whom
the Committee has contact may be permitted to accompany the Committee
on any visits it may make to the Republican leaders. The Committee has
been informed by the Netherlands Delegation that the request has been
forwarded to the authorities competent to deal with matter and that the
Committee will be informed of their decisions later.

First Report of Military Observers.

The Committee of Good Offices on the Indonesian question have
received the first report from a team of military observers in the area of
Soerabaya. In a report released on January 13 over the signatures of
Herremans (Belgium), (Chairman), Critchley (Australia). and Tisie
(United States), the Committee observe: ‘‘As this is the first report from
the field, the Committee believes the Security Council will be interested in
the following points from that report even béfore an analysis of the entire
military situation is possible.

(A) Destruction of roads, bridges and property has been and still is
taking place on a much greater scale than was anticipated by the Nether-
lands military authorities. Hundreds of bridges have been destroyed,
including many important ones, all railroads are completely blocked owing
to the destruction of bridges and railroad property; many of the main
roads in Central Java are still not open and on those which are, travel is
only possible in convoy. '

(B) The towns of Lamongan and Bodjonegoro are reported to be badly
damaged by fire and demolition and are practically uninhabited either by
the local population or troops.

(C) In the former Netherlands demilitarised zone it was observed that
nearly all bridges have been destroyed and a number of Kampongs destroy-
ed mainly by fire and most are deserted. : )

(D) The number of Netherlands troops in the newly occupied areas is
insufficient to prevent roving bands of guerillas from moving freely and
from performing acts of sabotage such as destruction of newly repaired
bridges Netherlands troops are also insufficient to maintain law and
order in towns and many Chinese merchants have suffered severely from -
looting.
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