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PART 1

INT:
This is an interview with Mick Hall on the 25th of October, 2010 at Alexandra in Victoria, somewhere near the Goulburn River, I think.

1/00:10

MH
Not far.

INT:
Mick, just for a start, can you just tell me what year you were born?

1/00:17

MH
Well, it’s the Dark Ages:  1941.

INT
1941.

1/00:21

MH
I came out to Australia when I was eight.

INT
From …?

1/00:24

MH
From England.  As a matter of fact, oh, that’s not talking about Fish now…

INT
No, no. It’s good to know what you’re background is.  It’s fantastic.

1/00:33

MH
I lived for a little while, just after I was born, like months after I was born in a cottage, in a little country town called Relubbus …

[Fern brings refreshments in].

It’s a little town called Relubbus.  Very old town, a matter if fact, the bridge over the River Hayle, which ran alongside the house we ever lived, was built back in the 1300’s.  So, a pretty old place, you know.  And I used to think where we were living, ‘cause I was a little toddler, the bridge and the little town was an awful long way.  Mum used to walk me on the pusher up into town to do what groceries she had to do, stroll back down again.  And we used to stop and the bridge and I used to look down and the river down below, and see the trout swimming around, I just wanted to catch ‘em, you know.  When I was four, I went to do that …

INT
On your own?

1/01:37

MH
Uh-huh.  And if it wasn’t for the people up in the town recognising me, and bringing me back home … my mum was panicking.  She thought I’d gone into the river, but no, I went fishing.  So my first trout fishing experience started when I was four.   By means, deeds, or whatever you may call mischievous, but that’s what it was.  Thoroughly enjoyable.  I had a ball.

INT
Fantastic.  So, when did you come to Australia?

1/02:05

MH
When I was eight.  And I didn’t really get into fishing again until I was about 14 and that was down in Gippsland area, on the River on the Macalister River.  And that’s when it got hold of me.  You know, that disease, you know, it’s lasted with me all my life.

INT
And always trout fishing down there as well?

1/02:25

MH
Excuse me.  Is there any other?  Heavens.  Give the girl a couple of sandwiches!  No.  I’ve always been a trout fisherman.  I’ve played around with other stuff but trout fishing’s been my love and for the last, well, 15 years, it’s consumed me 100% now because I partially make my living out of it now.  And it’s a lovely way of life.

INT
Very nice.  So when did you come up to the Alexandra area?

1/02:56

MH
Well, I first started coming up, as I said, in the ‘50s and by then, I was a teenager.  I had a car and couple of mates and we’d do the typical thing.  Camp on the river, drink too much, fish too much, stay up all night, drive back home the next day, go to a disco or something, then off to work on the Monday morning.  But every weekend we used to come away fishing.  And I always wanted to learn to fly fish.  I could see there was a lot of merit in that because there was so much challenges in it, you know.  And my uncle was a fly flicker, he’s 94, lives up in Jindabyne still, and he used to try and teach me but he really didn’t know what he was doing.  We used to argue and I said ‘You’re doing it the wrong way.  It’s not right’.  ‘Of course it is’.  We used to fight like cats and dogs.  Love each other to bits, but fight like cats  … Still do.  Fight like cats and dogs.  

1/04:00

But we were at the Thornton Bridge, here, and that’s like a parking area on the river, and we’d had a big day fishing since very early in the morning, you know, we’d had lunch and we were on our third or fourth drink, and we were just, yeah, like, what teenage boys do in those days, and this guy came up the river, and he’s flicking a fly line around, I said ‘there’s some the other side.  I’ve been watching them rising’.  And he goes, and he catches them.  My jaw just went ba-boom; ‘I gotta do this.  I just gotta do this!’  So, I got back home and I got hold of a fishing magazine.  I think it was Modern Fishing.  And in the back of it they used to advertise the clubs, and there was one in there called The Red Tag Fly Fishing Club, named after a pretty famous fly called a Red Tag.  And I phoned up and joined the club.  And there, I met the guy that I saw down the river.  It was a guy called … if there’s any Collingwood supporters listening to this:  called Ronnie Reeves who was a famous football player for Collingwood back in those days.  And I got to know Ron very well over the ensuing years and they taught me a lot.  I’ve been a ‘fly flicker’ every since.  And we’ve been hitting the river, I can’t really think of a season where I’ve not fished the Goulburn.  A number of times.  I’ve always lived in the outer eastern suburbs of Melbourne, so it means it was reasonably quite easy for me to hop in the car and come up for an evening.  Sounds crazy, an hour and a half’s drive, but with daylight savings, just sneak off from work a little bit early and you could be up here by five, half past five, and nine o’clock, you’re on the way home again.  We used to do that a couple of times a week.  ‘Course then, girls got in the way.  Wife and everything else and you kind of settle down a little bit, but when you’re free and easy like that …  For many years, I was in the footwear industry and I was a country rep:  I used to have the state broken up into six territories.  And, ‘cause, all the places I used to stop were all the good fishing spots.  So, every week I was out fishing and…

INT
So tell me what makes a good fishing spot.

1/06:25

MH
What makes a good fishing spot:  It’s gotta have atmosphere.  For us, you know, what’s around the next bend is just as important as catching the fish.  Being there is just as important.  The wilderness part of it.  The isolation of it.  Sometimes, you’re just want to get up there on a river and just have a bit of time to yourself, and if you meet somebody else, they even go ‘agghhh… no’.  And .. but then again, it’s being there with nature and it’s .. I think as I was telling you about, my grandson… :  Do you want me to repeat that?

INT
Yes please.

1/07:02

MH
Two school holidays ago, my grandson – nine year old, Bailey, came up for the day with his mum and we tied some .. I showed him how to tie some flies and I said ‘I’ll take you up to a little lake at Marysville’.  ‘Cause we’d just had the floods and a bit of a mess.  And it was the only clean water in the whole district.  And I knew that fisheries had recently stocked it.  And he caught two trout on the fly, by himself.   And, as I said, he was walking around like a little feather duster.  Real cocky.  Well, a couple of weeks ago, next school holidays, he was back.  We sat down, we tied some more flies.  Up he goes again, and he gets seven, and loses one.  Now, this little kid, nine years old.  Could you imagine?  Well, not only did the fact that he had the photographs of him catching the fish to take to school, the following week, in the Herald and Weekly Times my friend, Steve Cooper, published the story with a photograph of him.  And that went through Show and Tell at school like you would not believe, even on his Facebook site, it’s been .. his grandmother’s done a blog on it … He’s a famous little fly flicker.  Now, he’s even changed his Facebook address to match it.

INT
So, it’s important to you to teach your grandson to do that, who taught you to fish?  Who are the people who were involved in .. apart from your uncle.

1/08:35

MH
Really, it was me, ‘cause my dad never fished and I just loved it so I just went out and with my friends, experience came with practice.  And we’d just practice and practice and then, as I say, I got serious about got into the flying fishing club scene and they just picked me up and taught me all I needed to know and my mentor there was the late Lindsey Haslam.  He was a real rough diamond this guy; he was funny one liner, all the time.  He was a character.  He was a plumber – not a plumber, a plasterer by trade and he ended up having his own fishing tackle shop.  Sold that and then shifted over to Tasmania where he retired and we lost him over there.  But he used to take me away fishing, and every time I missed a fish or something, he’d go ‘oh, you’ve stuffed up another golden opportunity’.  Real character.  One of his letters he wrote to me; he said ‘oh’ .. this is right .. not long before he died, he said ‘Jean’ -- which was his wife -- ‘oh, she’s just got home.  I gotta go, she told me there’s a tart upside down in the baker’s window, so I got to check it out’.  Very, very funny man.  He was one heck of a teacher.

INT
So there’s a real technique to casting a fly, with a fly rod, is that right?

1/10:02

MH
Yeah.  You’ve got to learn it.  You just can’t pick it up and go and do it.  It’s a little bit like learning to ride a push bike.  You can always try.  You just get all wobbly and you fall off a lot but it’s not long before you start getting into things and it’s not long before you start doing trick stuff.  It’s the same sort of principle.  It takes about the same amount of time.  A good six weeks and you should be able to get yourself to be able to put the fly reasonably close to where you want to be able to put it.  But the secret is to be able to put it where you want it, when you want it and how you want it.  Any time.

INT
So is there a particular type of, you know, part of the river that you’d look for that the trout would be.

1/10:43

MH
 Well, you can read the rivers.  You can read them by the colours.  Not so much good the smaller mountain streams, you see various colours of khaki that’s reflecting back off the bottom and the deeper the colour, the darker the water, the deeper the water and that’s where the fish will be.  Especially if it’s got surface movement on it like bubble lines or where the water’s tumbling a little bit.  Because that gives protection for the fish.  They can’t be seen from above:  birds, this sort of stuff that predate them.  So, you can read it this way and you can fish those particular sections of the water.  And, when you get good at it, you really do get the results.  Once again, it takes time.  It takes time.

INT
So, the trees on the banks shading the water, does that make a difference for these trout?

1/11:33

MH
It does.  It makes a difference to all fish, because fish don’t have eyelids.

INT
Yeah, so they need the shady spots?

1/11:41

MH
They need shade.  They need undercut banks and this sort of stuff.  We’ve been talking about Willow removal and all this sort of thing, and it’s a hot topic because, the trees that they’re planting, they’re planting well back from the stream edges to give more light to the streams and that takes away the habitat.  And where do the fish go?  As I’ve said, they’ve got no eyelids.  

1/12:07

Johnny Douglas, here, has done quite a lot of study on this and he feels that if you do stream, in-stream habitat at the same time as you do the removal, the fish remain.  If you don’t do that, the fish disappear and go and find somewhere else where there’s a bit more habitat.

INT
So this means like putting snags into the water at the same time you take the willows out.

1/12:32

MH
Or leave in.

INT
How do you’re trout go with that sort of habitat?

1/12:35

MH
They’re just like any sort of fish.  As a matter of fact, we find our trout cohabitating with natives.  And we find this alot.

INT
So, is there a particular types of native fish that they’re okay with?

1/12:51

MH
Oh, Blackfish.  Blackfish.  As a matter of fact, the little Blackfish that we’ve got around here are in absolute abundance.  There’s lots of them.  They can also blend in with Macquarie Perch be we haven’t got a lot of those little guys left, as you know.  And we’ve been helping work on that.  We don’t want to see them disappear.

INT
With restocking?

1/13:12

MH
Well, looking into the science of it and working on committees with them.  With my role as, when I was President of the Australian Trout Foundation and as we’re doing with the little Fuskus (?sp) which is a little minnow which lives high up in the mountains above my place.  We want to get up there and put up barriers to stop all sorts of predators getting up there because trout will predate on them and we don’t want to see the little guys disappear.  No.  There’s plenty of room for both.

INT
That’s right.  So habitat’s don’t need to be different then:  How do they go with the things like, the bigger native fish like cod and Yellow Belly? 

1/13:47

MH
Well, they ... fish go where they want to go.  And we don’t get a lot of the cod and Yellow Belly right up in this region.  They may come up and visit, during the Summer months when the water’s warm enough for them, they’ll come up and have a look around and then go back to where they want to go.  And so, we found there’s very little conflict there ‘cause the high mountain streams are the ones that the trout really do prefer but sometimes they’ll move down to where the cod are.  They all seem to get along alright. 

INT
When you used to go fishing when you were young, when you were a teenager, or in those early years when you were learning to fly fish, how many fish would you take home after a trip?

1/12:31

MH
Oh, gosh.  Back in those days it was a different way you treated nature than what is done today.  And it was common back in those days to leave your rubbish in a pile where you were camping.  Everybody did it.  It was just one of the things everyone did.  And it was quite common to take everything you caught, unless there was bag limits on it, but we kind of, we kind of kept to the bag limits and this sort of stuff, but we’d just about take everything home.  Then we realised that we don’t have to do this.  You don’t have to catch lots of fish to prove you’re a good fisherman.  And in today’s world, we’ve got digital cameras and we just ‘click, click, click, click’ and that gives the time and the day, and the day and date, and it’s so easy to .. I carry a little Olympus waterproof one and I ‘click, click, click’ and I let the little guy go.  Some people say ‘that’s a bit cruel, you’re only catching it for the fun of it’ and everything else, and I said ‘Well, with fly fishing, you only ever lip hook them and that’s all gristle’.  So, it really not much more than having a bit of a wrestle with the dog.  I mean it’s one sided a bit, ‘cause the fish doesn’t know what’s going on, but in America, some of the fish there have been caught that many times from the boats that drift the rivers, that they actually swim to the boat to be released.  They’ve woken up!

INT
So when you used to take them home, what did you do with them?

1/16:12

MH
Put them in the freezer.  Eat them.  Give them away.

INT
So, who would you give them to?

1/16:17

MH
Oh, friends.  Anyone to try and prove you’re a good fisherman.

INT
So, it was a way of getting the word around?

1/16:22

MH
Oh absolutely.  I can remember when the days when I was travelling as a shoe salesman – Travelling Shoe Salesman – gosh, that’s got a connotation, doesn’t it?  And I used to call into the shoe shops and I used to drop them in a trout and I’d bribe them into buying shoes off me and all this sort of stuff.  Wouldn’t dream of doing it today because …

INT
No, it’s a different world. 

1/16:44

MH
It’s a different world.  I mean it’s just like you see rubbish today, you pick it up, you don’t leave it.  My wife is watching a TV show called Mad Men on SBS at the moment and they go out for a picnic, and when they leave there, they store their rubbish there and I just looked at her, and she looked at me and says ‘I remember that.  Mum and Dad used to take us for a picnic and we used to do that!  Isn’t that terrible!’  But that’s the way it was and it’s amazing how times have changed.  I think it’s the greening of the way we think.

INT
But we can still fish.

1/17:20

MH
Well, we can still fish.  Oh absolutely.  I just .. spending time with my grandson, having a fish with him like we did; watching his facial expression, watching the way as it dawned ‘do you want to take that fish home to eat it?’  ‘No!’ And ‘How do I let it go without hurting it, Grandad?’  That was his automatic attitude towards fishing.  He didn’t want to kill it.  And yet, we’ve still got anglers that want to kill everything they catch, but that’s … they’re like me, they’re Granddads, but they’ve never really considered what they’re doing’.  You know, I suppose they can say ‘Oh, well, that’s what they’re stocked for’.  And all this sort of stuff.  But a lot of those streams are not stocked, and we don’t want to stock them.  What we want from them is self sustaining populations and if you’ve got that, you’ve got a stream that can be managed carefully, and you’ve got a stream that will produce good wild fish, and something that you can just go and appreciate without thinking that ‘okay, these things were just released yesterday, so they’re dumb and they don’t know how to feed themselves, and they’re just jumping on anything that may swim by’.  Where, if you go, as we often do, go looking for fish, and once target them, watch what they’re doing, watch what their feeding on, try and identify that, have a look at the bugs they’re feeding on, imitate them and the final crunch is to see the trout come up, take that bug, thank you very much.  I won.  You lost, come here buddy, I’ll let you go’.

1/19:02

MH
I was in New Zealand back in January, and I was on the bank of this lake called Rotomanuka. And it’s a big, big trophy lake as they call them over there.  And there was these giant trout in the three to five kilo category that we were catching these big Browns.  My friend caught up with me at lunch time and he pulled into the bank to pick me up to take me back for lunch and he says ‘Geez you’re funny Mick’ and I says ‘Why?’ and he says ‘You miss a fish and’ he says, ‘…you curse it!  You curse it something shocking’.  He says ‘But when you catch it and you let it go you say “Thanks buddy, good on your pal, lovely meeting ya”’ He says ‘you’re an idiot.  You’re an idiot!’ (laughs) 

INT
Communing with the fish.

1/19:46

MH
That’s where it gets you.  If they don’t do what you want to do, you curse ‘em.  And when they do do, you love ‘em, so …

INT
So, when you were fishing here in the Goulburn, did you used to just fish of the banks, or do you use boats?  What about the lakes?  Are they different to the rivers?

1/20:04

MH
The – we found that you’re more successful fishing off the edges.  Than what you are getting into the rivers.  In today’s world, we’ve got drift boat fishing that’s being done as well.  Which means that you can get to areas which are not easily accessible by foot.  Which has it’s advantages, but the vast majority of the time, I would fish from the edge.  Even on the lakes.

INT
So do you have to walk in?  How do you get to some of the spots?

1/20:32

MH
You walk.  And you fish as you go.  And you listen for nature.  And you watch nature and you photograph the skinks and the snakes and all this sort of stuff that you come across.  And .. can I tell you a story about snakes?

INT
Please.  Yes.  Please.

1/20:50

MH
The last one ... and I can send you a photograph of this if you like..

INT
I’d love that.

1/20:55

MH
I was up at .. up in the Thredbo River, Jindabyne.  Marvellous place.  And I camped over, we stayed overnight on a place called ‘The Diggings’ up in the National Park there.  And my friend, Warren German – he died just a couple of years ago – we were camped there, and he was fishing in the river and I says ‘I’ll go back and I’m going to sort out .. get tea going’ and he says ‘yeah, okay’.  And a group of kids had just walked through with their back packs on and they were going on this trek and walking back along the track, I thought ‘oh, what’s that?’ and there’s two type of snakes, fighting.  And their bellies were really entwined like a piece of rope, and they were biting each other and the venom was running out, and I’m thinking ‘what are these guys on about?’  So I pulled out my camera, I took a couple of shots, my mobile phone rang.  So I’m standing there talking to my friend, Jimmy Williams about what’s happening about a metre in front of me – these two snakes are in there biting each other and venom and everything else.  And then, all of a sudden, it dawned on me that these guys are going to break up.  And I’m standing there, about a metre away, and they’re not very happy with the world so I thought ‘I better back off a bit’.  And as I started to back off, they did just that, they broke off and disappeared into the scrub.  And I thought to myself ‘well, I’ve never seen anything like that before’.  That was a first.  And I pulled it up on the screen at home and I don’t think it’s really ever been photographed before.  I’ll sent you the picture of it.  That’s easy done.

1/22:31

MH
But the snakes, I.. in 1999, once again, up at Jindabyne, we had the World Fly Fishing Championships up there, and there was people in from all over the world, and I do a lot of international work with the demonstration stuff and the fly tying side of things, and there was a team in from Norway, and the team captain was a lady – she was a beautiful fly tier and she’d actually she won the World Championships – Toral Koblu (?sp) is her name.  And she’d been out fishing and she came back in.  She says ‘Oh, Michael… Michael’ she says, ‘I’m so scared of your snakes, they’re everywhere!’  They’d been fishing up in the Murrumbidgee.  And I said ‘Yeah, well, they won’t hurt you.’  ‘Oh, yes they did.  They’re so dangerous.  They’re poisonous.’  I said ‘I have been fishing this region for the last 40 years, I’ve only been bitten here, here, here, here, there, and one got ‘round my neck and I couldn’t get him …’ I thought she was going to pass out.  It was so good, I told the Italian team.  Australians ended up winning that.  Oh, that’s what you can do with snakes though.

INT
What sort of snakes do they generally get around this area?  Pythons obviously.

1/23:51

MH
Well, we’ve got Blacks and we’ve got Browns and we’ve got the Tigers and all that sort of stuff, but this is where they live.  You know, they’ve got to live somewhere and … 

INT
And they use the rivers as much as we do.

1/24:03

MH
Exactly.  This is it.  It’s like you gotta have the same philosophy with them, as what you do with crocodiles:  You go there, it’s their place, they’ve got rights.  And I really do respect that, and it’s one of the things that I’ve been arguing with these guys over the Willow removal stuff:  They just go in with their big, heavy machinery and they don’t even do an Environmental Impact Study before they go in to see what’s there.  They wouldn’t let us do it with fish!  I mean they just go in and they just blast everything away, and they go ‘Oh, what about the skinks and the snakes and everything else that lives there’.  Haven’t they got a right too?  It’ll all come back.  It’ll all come back.  But it will take such a long time.  Such a long time.

INT
This sort of area is a reasonable habitat for things like platypus, isn’t it?

1/24:56

MH
Yeah.

INT
And other sorts of …

1/24:58

MH
This is when it’s a little bit controversial because up on the Rubicon where they’re doing the work, during the same time as they were doing it, I found two dead platypus.  And photographed them both.  One was badly decayed and the other one wasn’t, so it was a young animal.  I don’t know if it was because they’d been dislodged, I don’t know if it was the poisoning they were using, whether it was contractor stuff doing it .. I don’t know.  But, it all was .. it was there and it was the same time and that’s when I got interested in platypus because they’re such a unique animal.

END OF TAPE
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INT
So you see them when you’re out?

2/00:04

MH
All the time.  All the time.  They’re a nuisance.  They mess up your fish – just throw rocks at them?  No we don’t. Have you ever eaten one?

INT
Have I ever eaten a platypus?  No, I’m afraid not.

2/00:20

MH
Taste like a cross between sort of a penguin and a koala.

INT
Is that right?  Okay.  Very tasty.

2/00:26

MH
Yeah (laughs).  A bit of pâté…only joking.
INT
So, other sorts of animals that are in the river?  Things like shrimp and mussels and stuff like that – do you see those sorts of…?

2/00:41

MH
As a matter of fact, the spiny crayfish, we get times when we see a lot of those but we’re finding that they’re disappearing.  It’s something that my next .. my next job, when I get back from Italy, is to get stuck into Fisheries and DSE about them because there’s people coming up here targeting them in big numbers.

INT
Really?  So, how are they catching..?

2/01:04

MH
Oh, they put in little yabby nets, this sort of stuff.  ‘Cause sometimes throughout the season, they become very visual and the Murray Cray being white, moving around, is .. is .. they’re a pretty easy target.

INT
And that’s because the water quality’s clear enough that you can see them?  The khaki water that you’re talking about ..?

2/01:26

MH
Oh, you can see them.  Well, it’s very clear.  It’s amazing how you can see them and when they are out, you’ll see lot’s of them.  But in the last couple of years, I haven’t.  And I’ve been talking to some of the guys down at Arthur Rylah Institute about this and I’m going to see if I can get a moratorium on catching them for a while.  And get some study done on them because I think it’s needed.

INT
That’s important that this sort of information that you have from being on the river gets fed back into the way things are run.

2/01:56

MH
Well, that’s what we do too.  We do a lot of that.

INT
Do you?  So tell me about that.

2/02:00

MH
Well, we .. with the Trout Foundation, and other organizations like VRFish, Native Fish Australia, our people are on the water all the time and we report back through people like John Douglas and some other guys at Fisheries in Melbourne.  We’re chatting all the time with them about what’s going on and our thoughts on what needs to be done and that needs to be .. ‘we need another million fish put in here’; ‘I saw two blokes .. I was out on the river the other day, and they were catching all my fish’.  Yeah, no, we do communicate a lot and there’s a .. it’s a major source of information for Fisheries, be it valuable or not, it’s still compiles and they can help make decisions on it and, it also lets them know about the condition and the actual quantity of fish that can be in the rivers through what they call Creel Census:  The Fisheries here in Victoria have currently got a young chap who’s about 20, I suppose, he’d be nearly ten foot tall.  A huge, huge, young man.  And a hell of a nice young fella, but he’s running this Creel Census and you get a little booklet, and each time you go out, you fill in what you do and what you catch and this sort of stuff so they can start compiling it.  And it’s like sharing our knowledge with them, and them sharing it back with us so we both get an understanding of each other’s needs.  And this sort of stuff.  But, the older I get, the more the conservation becomes important to me.  I don’t know why I didn’t see it earlier.  I just don’t know why I didn’t see it earlier.  It annoys me because I should have and I should have been fighting for the rights of the animals and the fish that live in this system a lot sooner than what I’ve been doing in recent years.

INT
It sounds from what you’re talking about though, that it takes a while to get to know the rivers enough.  Do you think that’s true?  That people build up that knowledge over the years of …?

2/04:09

MH
Yeah.  But that comes back down to education as well.  And there’s been a lot more of that in recent times with Fish Care groups and there’s family fishing days that the Victorian Government has put on over the last three or four years.  It’s all information based and it’s giving information to the public to make them aware and understand.  Can very, very valuable.  For us, as anglers, as well as Fisheries, to be able to see the participation from anglers you, you go to some of them in the more populus areas, like the one they do up at Bendigo:  Hundreds of people turn up on the day.  And you see kids; boys and girls, three, four, five years old catching fish that are as big as them and their eyes are just like saucers and it’s fabulous to see that community working this way, and starting to, starting to get into a sphere where they don’t have to say to their grandad ‘I’ve never seen a frog’.  You know.  I still find that hard to handle, that my grandson could say that to me.  I took him down to the wood stack and we found four.  And one did wees on him and he thought that was great.

INT
That’s communing with nature.

2/05:25

MH
Well, that’s what it’s all about and we’re not doing enough of that with our kids and I’m so serious on this one because somehow, we’ve got to get them out.  I remember years ago, it’d be about five years ago now, I was in at the Melbourne Boat Show – and Fish and Tackle Show and, standing there on the stands when I was running the Blackrich Fly Fishing Schools, and these two guys came in their leathers, with their helmets under their arm, and they were just big evil looking dudes, you know.  The big one was called Bear, and the smaller one, with no hair on his head except for a goatee beard, was called Spud.  I said ‘G’day guys’ and I’m thinking ‘They’re going to kill me’.  ‘How are you?’  ‘What’s this fly fishing about?’  They wanted to know.  So we chatted and we chatted, and they took off.  A couple of weeks later, I get a call from Bear, the big one, I didn’t know that at the time, but he wasn’t with the Hell’s Angels, like the other guy was, he was actually with the God Squad.  And, he used to be in that scene, but he broke away and got into the God Squad.  His job is trying to get street kids back on line.  And he said ‘Could I bring a bunch of kids up?’  And I says ‘What do you want to do with them?’  He says ‘I want you to take them fishing for me’.  And I said ‘I’d love to.  That’d be fabulous’.  Well, he brought up these eight or nine kids and I got a big, one of those American style barns at home, which is all fitted out – for the squirrels and a fridge in there, and it’s all full of Cokes and stuff and there’s a few beers down the bottom, and at the end of the day, the beers were gone and I didn’t see them go.  

2/07:17

But there was .. there was two kids in particular in that group, one of them got hold of a spinning rod that I had there and it had a plug on it, casting plug, and it’s one of those bait casting reels which are pretty difficult to use, you’ve got to use your thumb to kind of guide how much line comes out.  And I showed him how to use it, and he just wouldn’t put it down, he kept practicing, and practicing, ended up giving him the outfit. I says ‘you take it home.  This guy:  he was not .. he was difficult, because he wasn’t 100% there, and that was half his problem – once you’d work with him and left him alone, he’d pick things up but if the other kids were around, he lost his confidence and he just went to pieces, and I think that was half his problem.  And the other kid that was there; he was about 13, getting on 14, and he .. he had more personality and more go in him than you could imagine.  And he said, just looked at me and said ‘what are you doing this for?  What’s in it for you?’  I says ‘I’m just doing a favour for Bear’ I said ‘He wanted me to teach you kids fishing’.  I said ‘I’d love to do that’.  And he said ‘yeah, but what are you going to get out of it?’  I says ‘nothing’.  ‘Why?’  I says ‘Well, I’m glad you asked why, because I’ve got your interest, haven’t I?’  I said let’s go fishing and we’ll talk about it then.  Which we did.  And they caught fish – and we caught them fish and that night, they were staying over at Blue Gums Caravan Park, Bear had gone to bed, but they didn’t, and they had gone into town and they had some mischief in there, I think that’s when my beers disappeared.  But no, they never made contact again, but Bear did.  And I’ve .. every now and then, I get a call from him and I ask how the boys are going, particularly those two young fellas.  One of them’s dead, and the other one has gone to .. the really smartie guy, he’s gone into horticulture and he wanted to be a farmer, and yet, you’d reckon he’d be so streetwise that the Stock Exchange would have been his go, so he ended up – or Real Estate – but he ended up in the farming business, yeah, so, but I haven’t heard from them for years.  But it’s .. working with kids like that, it really softens you up and makes you understand just really how important our next generation is.

INT
And fishing can bring people together like that.  There might not be another forum where you would meet kids like that either.

2/09:54

MH
No.  No.  Especially getting them to do something they’d really never thought of doing, or wanted to do.  And then, showing them.  And then them achieving, and catching fish at it.  Because they just … ‘Well, I’m not going to do that if it’s not going to work for me’.  And when it does, they go ‘Oh, well, that was easy.  Maybe I’ll do that again’.  And we were finding that with the Family Fishing Days that the government was putting on here, that the vast majority of people in the surveys after the day, said ‘yeah, they’d come back fishing again’ ‘cause like, it’s passive and the horrible things about those things is putting the bait on the hook for those guys, you know.  That’s kids.  And they love it.
INT
So, what sort of fish were they catching at the Family Fishing Days?

2/10:45

MH
Oh, Trout .. they stopped..

INT
You were using bait?

2/10:47

MH
On the Family Fishing Days?  Oh, yeah.  But we had areas there where we’d teach them how to fly cast as well, but now, it’s all bait fishing stuff with them ‘cause they’re only kids.  And I do a lot of work with a major tackle company here called Jarvis Walker, we got a whole heap of rods off them to give away to the kids and we did do it and I got some of the fly rods and teaching them how to cast.  And we do this in conjunction with the Yarra Valley Fly Fishers and one of the other fly fishing clubs.  It depends where the thing is, where we are, and we get in there and we just work with them, and they go off, and they catch fish with their mums and yeah..

INT
So when you’re using live bait in those circumstances, what sort of bait are you using?

2/11:34

MH
Well, .. it’s more or less what you can buy from the tackle shops, really, which some of it is artificial baits, others are the lava of dragon flies which we call ‘mudeyes’, maggots (growls), and little yabbies and all those sorts of things that they use but um .. 

INT
But being predominantly a fly fishing person, you wouldn’t usually go catching yabbies for bait, or prawns?

2/12:07

MH
We don’t use bait at all.  It’s all artificial.  There’s one of the big, big assets for us within our fly fishing thinking, is that we can see the real, imitate it, and then get the fish to take it.  I do a lot of this in designing flies and this sort of stuff, that I go and use it and I get more fun out of seeing refusals than I see getting takes.

INT
Why is that?

2/12:33

MH
Because; ‘what have I done wrong?’  Why didn’t that fish take it?  He come up, he looked at it, followed it a bit, said ‘No’, and off he goes and you know, ‘why?’  You try another one, he goes the same, back to the drawing board, fix it up again.  ‘Cause once you get one that’s working all the time, you move on, try something else, try something different.  But nature’s a fascinating thing.  The business card I gave you, you’ll see something there that’s a passion of mine:  So I photograph the insect life.  And mayflies, which that it …

INT
That’s a Mayfly?

2/13:13

MH
That’s a Mayfly.  It’s one of the little patterns that I made up to imitate them, the Mayflies; I’ve been able to photograph just about every important species there is, not only in this region, but in Tasmania, and right through the Murray Darling Basin.  So, I’ve got photographs, something like, over 7,000 of them now.  Of the May fly species and other food forms that trout actually feed on.  So I can blow them up full screen, warts and all, and I can see what I need to imitate because I’ve got the true colours.  I’ve also got a hatch chart out of this, because, you know, take a digital shot, it records the time, day, date, so I can say ‘Well, come February, these guys are all over the place, then they disappear again.’  The next year, you come back here, sure enough, February they’re back again.  So you get to know exactly when these things are going to appear.

INT
If they only appear in those times, do the fish...do the fish know that?

2/14:17

MH
Oh yes.  Oh yeah.

INT
So you’re .. do you fly fish all year then because of that or do you only … 

2/14:24

MH
Well, you can, because we do lake fishing as well as .. which are open all year ‘round, lakes, but our streams are closed through the spawning season.  But through the spring and summer months, we get a lot of insect hatches, a lot of terrestrial stuff; from beetles through to grasshoppers, ants, this sort of thing that’s on the water all the time, as well as our aquatic sources; be they stone flies, be they cattus, be they midgee, be they mayfly.  It’s all there, and we see their major occurrences, and we see the fish feeding on them.  And we learn more about the bugs too, and their habits, and what they need.  You know, and just how vulnerable they are to changes in the system.  I mean, this flood that’s just come through the Rubicon, back in September, normally, I’m photographing Mayfly down there for the last month:  I haven’t seen any yet.

INT
Oh, wow.  And that’s because of the all the stuff in the water?  Or, it’s the temperature of the water?

2/15:34

MH
Exactly because our little batids (?sp) which is our smaller, some of our smallest mayflies, they come off early, they’ll come off, I’ve seen them come off as cold as six degrees water temperature, but, somewhere around nine, that’s when they start to come off in serious numbers, but then [unclear] that guy there, the [unclear] it comes off better than twelve degrees, up to about fourteen degrees, and we haven’t really seen those sort of temperatures yet this year.

INT
So it doesn’t matter about, you know, a lot of the floods bring all sorts of things in the water with them, silt and muck and .. 

2/16:13

MH
Well, the fish seem to survive on them.

INT
Oh, yeah, the fish but insects:  Does it worry the insects?

2/16:18

MH
That’s, that’s something we don’t know.  And I don’t think there’s been a lot of research into it.  I do know that entomologists have said to me ‘you know, you get devastation like this, for example with willow removal, the disturbance that it does to the stream bed, etcetera, that it may take ten, fifteen years for the mayfly life to come back’.  A friend of mine, Rod Barford, who’s currently president of the Australian Trout Foundation, he .. he was working on the Macalister after the floods down there a couple of years ago – 2008 I think it was, there was some huge floods come through there, and he actually built these planters, and we planted the aquatic insect forms he’s gathered from side streams, and put them pack into the main system and where he did that; those systems are back to normal already.  The areas he didn’t do it; they’re still struggling.

INT
So, that was the plants that he put in then, you think?

2/17:19

MH
No, did I say the plants?  Insects, the insects themselves.  From these side streams and this sort of stuff, and we planted them into these boxes, and they took off – it was cattus and mayfly and this sort of stuff.  He said they’ve come on really good now, but other areas where he wasn’t able to get into.  He put in nine; seven were destroyed for some reason, somebody found them or something and destroyed them, but it was too late, the insects had done their trick and .. it’s amazing how we can play with this and it’s a whole new insight to me about the way .. what we can do to enhance the food forms.

INT
So do the other sorts of fish in the system eat those sorts of insects as well?

2/17:59

MH
‘Course they do.  It’s food.  They’re only animals.  And they need to eat and they will eat all sorts of things; from each other, down to the smallest little critter that lives there.  I was, I was speaking to you earlier bout he way we lost the 40 year olds in the fishing.  Bring their kids into it; and computer world and the way times have changed, etcetera, and I was speaking to Jack Dennis, American, who’s one of the famous fly flickers over there, and he runs a, an event up in Jackson Hole, Wyoming which is awesome place.  Really magnificent.  And it’s called the one fly.  And it’s run over a weekend, and it’s a competition where you’re only allowed to use one fly.  One fly only; you lose it – you’re out.  It’s pretty tough.

INT
That takes a fair bit of skill, yeah?

2/18:56

MH
Well, in ’96, we won it and I got Sportsman of the Year award for that one, well, talk about feather duster!  Eehh!  Anyway, I was looking at the way they were working with their streams there, because this event was a fundraiser, a major fundraiser, and they used to get all the big companies come in, and still do, they make hundreds of thousands of dollars over the weekend, and it all went back into the Fisheries.  And what they did is they started with the side streams, and they started with the floor of the river first and went from there, up and out.  And they turned gutters into world class rivers within ten years.

INT
Can you just slow that down a minute, and explain what they actually did with the, you know, where they started.

2/19:42

MH
I’ve got your attention, haven’t I?  Ha ha.

INT
Yes.  You have:  How they started?  What do you mean ‘they started in the river bed’.. what do you …
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3/00:00

MH
You’ve got to have two things to get fish back:  So many of our scientists just think ‘Fish’ and nothing else, bottom line – Fish.  But it’s not.  It’s the top end.  It’s not the bottom end.  The bottom end is the life that’s in that river:  Is that river alive or is it dead?  And if it’s dead, how do you get it back again?  Well, you’ve got to restruct [sic] it.  And you get in there and you have a look at your gravels that are in there, you have a look at re-snagging it, you have a look at the sort of snags that you’re putting in.  I pulled a piece of tree .. a piece of fence stump out of the Rubicon, now, you know what fence stumps are like, especially the old Blue Gum, they’re all crevasses in them, and rotten and, I pulled it out of the Rubicon last year, and out of it came crawling adult stone flies.

INT
Really?

3/01:02

MH
Now adult stone flies are not supposed to go back into the water to lay their eggs.  They’re ‘sposed to just dap.  Not so, there is about five or six different species in this log jam, and they started crawling out and flew away.  And I pulled this out of about a half metre of water.  And I’m thinking to myself ‘how many of these guys were in this fence post, this old, mile fence post?’  Obviously, there’s a message there:  you know ‘guys, if we’re going to be, if we’re going to be rebuilding the stream beds, and try and replace some of the hundred years of tree removals from our rivers, I mean, up until the ‘60s, they were taking a million trees a year out of the system, it was amazing if you’ve ever researched it.

INT
Now, why were they doing that in the ‘60s.

3/01:56

MH
They still were because they were still registered as ports and there was still .. water skiing was starting to come on, yeah, lots of different reasons they were still doing it.  There was professional companies doing it.

INT
Removing trees out of the water system?

3/02:12

MH
Exactly.  And your habitat stuff:  So, what they did in America; they first of all, they checked the food sources, and that’s easy to go through and sample, and they started having a look at the sort of areas that the food source liked.  So they started replacing that.  Then, they started to have a look at what the fish need:  They need areas to spawn.  What do they like spawning in, on whatever?  What sort of gravel beds do they like?  So they started replacing that.  And then they put in small fish and just watched them do it.  And, all of a sudden, it just took off and they thought ‘Well, that’s one way of doing it.  Now:  How do we get stream flow to be able to maintain this?’  So they started putting in these baskets filled with rocks.  So that they could direct the current, so that the stream could clean itself and keep the rocks alive by keeping them clean so that suitable algaes [sic] could grow on them, so the insect life could have something to feed on, so, we’re registering … you’re doing a lot of head nodding there. (laughs)

INT
When you say they had baskets of rocks, did they come along and move them:  The people came back and moved the rocks around, or …?

3/03:26

MH
No, they were rebuilding the streams because, you know, what happens when a stream becomes dead, it just becomes a long, sluggish glide, you know, they changed all that.  They changed all that.  They put these, they put these big long baskets, which may be about ten foot long, or whatever, but they’d put them on an angle so that the current would have to go around them, and  that…

INT
It creates dips in the ..

3/03:48

MH
It creates dips but it creates flow and the flow picks up the silt, and the silt gets moving along the system, and all of a sudden, the gravel starts to show again and it starts rolling over, and there’s sections on the Goulburn River here, that have gone to concrete.  It’s just cemented itself.  It needs a major flood to fix it up again.  But this is what they did in the States, and now they’ve got companies just doing this and up in the Jackson Hole region near the Snake River, they’ve got sections of rivers there that are now holding 2,000 fish, 20 inches to the bar.
INT
And they’re financing this through the sorts of fishing competitions that they’re doing, is that how it’s…

3/04:32

MH
Just that one.  Oh, just like the grants we’ve got here, the grant stuff…

INT
Okay, so there’s government support for it.

3/04:59

MH
And, I put to the State Government some time ago, two proposals:  One was for stream classification, which has gone up to the Minister to be signed off now; that’s all done, and the other one that was brought in earlier was the ‘Adopt-a-Stream’.  And what I envisage from ‘Adopt-a-Stream’ was maybe getting projects like what we’ve done in the States.  I came back and explained all this, and Paul Brown from Fisheries, was sent over there to have a look to see how it’s done, and this is where we’ve got lunker bunkers built in now on the Rubicon, this is what John Douglas was saying that a lot of it’s been destroyed from the floods, but I think some of the lunker bunkers did make it, the river’s too high to see right now.  You know.  But it’s this sort of in stream habitat stuff that is just so important of the survival of everything.  From your bird life, and this is something else that disappears with Willow removal; is your birds.  They disappear.  What do we do with our water fowl:  Where do they go?  They don’t.  They’re going to leave and you don’t see them back again ‘til there’s cover back again.  And you don’t get cover back if you’re planting well back from the bank to allow for more sunlight to the water, you’ve got to ‘s’’ so that you’ve got shaded areas, you’ve got what nature gives you in mountain streams.  It maybe different down in those slow moving, low land streams, but not up in the mountain streams and you’ve got to be able to have that water, enough water, to be able to turn that bottom over, and keep itself clean.  ‘Cause that’s the way it survives, if you don’t, it just chokes itself and dies’.

INT
So, you’ve brought up the topics of floods there:  What sorts of things have you seen in floods over the years.  Obviously, this one has been a big event, this one we’ve got happening at the moment.

3/06:30

MH
Well this one and the last one that I saw that really changed was in ’96.  They had to let, I think it was something like 40,000 megs, mega litres of water, out of Lake Eildon.  Then, after that, they rebuilt the wall; put another five metres on.  And they put a huge amount of water down the Goulburn and turned it over and, for the first time in a long, long time, the gravel was white:  The quartz was white again.  And, for a week after that, there were some enormous Mayfly hatches at Cattus hatches, those grubs had got dislodged somehow, how they survived, I don’t know, but they all started hatching, which means they were breeding again, and started off for next year, and we’ve had reasonably good hatches ever since, but, that was the last time that happened to the Goulburn.

INT
Because, it’s been very dry between ’96 and now?

3/07:27

MH
Oh yeah.  Well, it’s been the drought.  Yeah, that was the last flood.  And that’s been the drought.


INT
And were there floods in this system in the ‘70s?

3/07:36

MH
Oh, yeah.  Oh, yeah.  Again in the ‘70s, I can remember at the Breakaway Caravan Park there, where you couldn’t get near the caravan park:  The water was up to the bridge on the Acheron River which would be three/four hundred metres straight line from the river itself.  It was just .. the whole place was awash.  We don’t get the floods like we used to have.  

INT
But you seem to be saying that the floods have a ‘flushing’ effect on the River?

3/08:05

MH
Well they do.  They can clear out tired old streams.  Do you know what else they do?  They push those logs to the side.

INT
Which is where they need to be for the fish habitat?

3/08:18

MH
Well I don’t know… but it holds the banks together too.  And they get buried in the banks as well, as time goes on.  And they get pushed in on all sorts of angles.  I remember speaking to the CMA guys here about the Goulburn, putting logs in, and I says ‘why don’t you put ‘em in the with tree roots facing upstream and have the log itself, coming down’ I said ‘see what that does to the stream’, because it breaks the current, and it creates energy in the side which the fish can get into.  Fish can’t live in fast flowing water.

INT
They need places to rest, don’t they?

3/08:55

MH
Well, they like to live on the side of it, so they can move in and out of it, to get the food as it comes past.  As I explained, was explaining to the guys that I’m teaching, about how water moves, and how fish and insects can survive in it, I said ‘if you get say a piece of stick a metre high and trail about three or four links off it, a metre or so long, and just hold that in the river, the wool at the top of the pole is going to be flapping around like all blazes and the wool at the bottom is just going to be waving around’, I said ‘water doesn’t go like that, it goes on an angle and it’s pushed along’  And, I said ‘the water down below is a lot slower than what it is on top’ and, I said ‘that’s how things can live there’.  It’s how things move around and fish can sit there, in behind a log or rock or something, and as the food comes past they can pick it up and .. 

INT
So, this is again why the bed of the river is so important

3/09:56

MH
It holds it’s life together, and it’s got to be clean.  You know.  And .. I think we’ve got so much to learn about what we’re doing … starting from the bottom up, rather than starting from the top, down.  If I can keep annoying all the guys that I need to annoy to try and get this looked at, and, maybe with Fern being there, and Murray-Darling Basin Authority now, maybe we can get a stretch of stream in which we can practice this on.  

INT
Yes

3/10:28

MH
Just to see how it goes.  That would make my toes curl.  I’d love to get into something like that and really work on the bed of the stream and see if we can double or treble the insect life and see how quick we can do it.

INT
Yeah, bring the fish back.

3/10:45

MH
That comes automatically. 

INT
I hear what you’re saying.

3/10:49

MH
That’s an automatic.  You don’t do nothing about that. You know, ‘cause they come where the food is.

INT
One more thing I want to do is to look at these photographs that you’ve kindly donated there.  So will we go through them one at a time?  You explain to me about what we’ve got.

3/11:10

MH
What I did, is, as we’ve been talking about – excuse me, I’ve got to have another .. this is good whisky, this.

INT
It’s lovely, isn’t it.

3/11:23

MH
[drinks] Right.  What it is, seeing that we’re talking about the old times, I’ve got a collection of flies that date back to the 1700s at home, not Australian ones of course, I’ve got some old English ones, but what I’ve got is a collection of some of the early flies that were used up near Eildon because, on the old lake, there used to be a huge spillway over the wall, that – it was like a series of steps, and the water used to tumble down there and schools of bait fish used to get washed over this wash way into a big hole down the bottom they called the Dome Hole.  And the power station used to discharge into this hole as well.  And the fish in it used to just come in and feed off all the bait fish and they were huge, they used to average something like, close to three kilo.  That was average!  And at the same time, during the winter months, the .. well, sorry, the summer months, they used to get runs of maccas come up from Nagambie area so thick that they used to turn the bottom of the river black.  And the guys used to get sugar bags full of them.

INT
The water was so clear you could see …

3/12:32

MH
Oh, yeah.  Absolutely.  Yeah, still is.  There’s nothing wrong with the colour of the water.  Nothing wrong with the colour of the water.  There’s problems with it, but nothing serious.  And it’s .. it changed.  But the flies they used to use for the bait fish, they used to .. one of their favourites was a thing called a ‘bag fly’, made out of hessian, a little bit of a silver body and George Header invented the first ones, that’s that one there … 

INT
So, what’s .. what’s happening here?

3/13:03

MH
Well, it’s just the .. the, the red head on that, that’s just thread that he used to make it with, and he used it in red to look like the gill covers and this sort of stuff of a little bait fish, because once a fish is stressed …

INT
So this is a fish?

3/13:18

MH
A little fish pattern as you can see by the way he’s cut the tail out there, when the fish is stressed, it’s gills’ rakes come open, flare, and you get this red and sometimes, the predator of the fish goes ‘ah, whoa back, here’s something in trouble, I’ll help it out and put it out of its misery’.  That was another version of it.  That was tied by Bill Austin who passed away a few years ago, he was 104 …

INT
And he’s in that photograph that you showed me …

3/13:44

MH
He’s the guy casting, old Bill, he’s a bit of a legend up this way, he was.  And he loved being a legend.

INT
That’s good.

3/13:51

MH
Yes.  He really did.

INT
So why would he have made the tail of this one irregular?

3/13:56

MH
Oh, so that it moved around in the current, and looks like a fish wiggling, you know.  They’re pretty crude to today’s standards.

INT
My understanding about fly fishing, and I am no .. wouldn’t have a clue, really, is that you put the fly on top of the water?  What’s .. these are fish flies so are you getting under the water.

3/14:17

MH
Two types.  We’re imitating fish food forms, be they floating; be they water borne, or terrestrial, or be they aquatic.  We imitate them all.  And we study them all.

INT
So, are we using a sinker to get these down under the water?

3/14:34

MH
No need.  No need.

INT
Well, how do we get them under?  Have they got a weight in them or is it ..?

3/14:37

MH
Well, some of them are a little bit heavier than others, but, we just let them sink.  They’re designed to sink.  Where, flies like that are designed to float.

INT
Yeah.

3/14:51

MH
And we tie them up accordingly, to be able to do the job we want ‘em to do.  It’s part of what fly fishing’s all about.  There’s a lot in it.  A lot more than what a few people think ‘oh, just sitting there watching the sun go by and ..’ no, it’s an absolute study, and you can take it as far as you want or you can take it as casually as you want, and still get out of it what you want.  You know.  Me?  I fell in a big hole and I can’t get out. This; in Lake Eildon, in the early days, there’s a lot of Tea Tree around, as there is now, it’s just everywhere, and shrimp just exploded in that lake.  And this was designed as the ‘Eildon Shrimp’ by J.M. Gillies.  That was done back in the ‘30s, because, Lake Eildon, in its hey day, the average size of the fish up there was giants.  They were going on 12 pound.  Which is, you know, a good five and a half kilo, big fish.

INT
These are trout that have ..?

3/15:52

MH
Yeah.  

INT
Wow.

3/15:53


MH
Yeah.  They were huge.  And one of their main food sources up there was the shrimp, and what they used to do; they used to get a bunch of Tea Tree and they used to tie a bit of rope around it and just lay it in the water, and go off fishing, and come back a couple of hours later, pull it out and they’d have enough shrimp to be able to go fishing, or if they wanted to cook them up, they could.

INT
Wow.  And, bunches of Tea Tree?

3/16:17

MH
Yeah.  The shrimp love getting into the Tea Tree.  You see, leaves are very important to fish, and grubs and bugs.  You know.  We get a little white, snowflake cattus, here on the Goulburn, it used to come in it’s billions.  And it would skeletose a Willow leaf in about 45 minutes.  But know, the Willow’s going, we’re losing our cattus.   They’re going.  I come back to management.  It comes back to management!  Anyway, so what I’m saying is one of the big questions about this is, and it’s another one with a big question mark on it, and I said this to a couple of scientist friends about this, and I said ‘why don’t you like Willows?’  And they said ‘Oh, they drop all their leaves and they can pollute the water’.  And I says ‘Oh, that’s interesting’.  I says ‘How do they get away with that in the Northern Hemisphere?’  When all the trees drop their leaves at once.  ‘Oh, our streams are different’. ‘Oh, yeah.  Okay’.  I need a bit more convincing on that, thank you very much.  What it does, it puts, it puts a layer of food growing matter on the river bed as well.  Because it goes to algae.  And what do bugs feed on?  A few of them are carnivorous, but the mass majority of them are algae.  And when you get fast flowing waters, you don’t get weed.  You know, so the algae comes from tree stumps, some likes it on the rocks, but if there’s too much, that’s no good for them either, so there’s got to be a balance.  And our Australian trees; they don’t throw a lot of leaf.  Tea Tree does, but they won’t put Tea Tree on the edges of our streams anymore.  Why is it so?  Sumner Miller used to say that, didn’t he?

INT
 He did.  Another scientist.

3/18:17

MH
(laughs).  That’s a little, dry fly.  That’s a Doctor Walk, he was a famous old scientist.  And I brought him up here once, I went fishing with him.  He saw that fly in Norway, and he got that fly made up here at a famous fishing tackle shop called ‘Turville’s’ and it got a bit of a name change from what it was in audition, it became the Doctor Walk.  And it very, very popular fly.  You don’t see it used today for some reason. They come in, they go in and out of fashion, just like clothing…

INT
So when was Doctor Walk, 1970s, sorry?

3/19:00

MH
That was the end of it.  He would have been from late ‘50s through to ‘70s.  This is the Bogong Moth, see we’ve got pictures of that.  We do get the Bogong Moth down here, and this was tied by a very, very famous Victorian fly fisherman of the ‘30s, ‘40s, road builder, a huge man, Reg was, a total alcoholic; his family talks about all the problems he had with that and everything else.  And how it just finally destroyed him.  But he had a fly tying business as well; he had something like 24 women working for him, tying flies that he trained.  ‘Course, he lost it all, but, he was one of the few guys that put down a first range flies that actually matched our insects back then.  And his ..

INT
Wow:  So, when do you think he started doing that..sort of around?

3/20:19

MH
…. There he is.  That’s Reg Limb (?sp).  Huge man, he was.  Huge man.  Anyway, he designed … and I’ve got at home a fly board, it’s quite a big one and it’s .. some of the flies have been moth eaten and everything else, that he actually made to demonstrate the Australian flies and all that sort of stuff, you know.

INT
And you’ve still got that?

3/20:42

MH
Got two of them.

INT
Really?

3/20:44

MH
Mmm.

INT
I’d love a photograph of that.

3/20:50

MH
Well, we can do that.  I’ll have to take the glass out so that I can just .. some of them are a little bit moth eaten .. this is George Berchholt who lived up at Wang.  That’s his hopper.  One of his grasshopper patents. It doesn’t look very much like a grasshopper, does it?  But, that was called Bercholt’s Hopper and it was used a lot.  That is one of the most deadliest flies that’s every been invented out here.  Looks terrible.  We tie them a lot neater these nowadays, but that’s called the Branseals Fern Nymph:  That was designed by a Tasmanian that used to come over to fish the Dome Hole, Dick Wigram.

INT
Right.  So … 

3/21:31

MH
… and that’s made out of seal’s fur, blended with a little bit of wool.

INT
And when it went up underwater, that would all kind of go smooth ..?

3/21:40

MH
No, not really.  Just a little fuzzy, a little bit more leggy.  But it represents mayfly nymphs and stone fly nymphs.  

INT
What have we got here?  That looks like a newer one?  Or are they..

3/21:48

MH
No, that was tied professionally by J.M. Gillies, who had a, well a major .. still has got a .. is still a major fishing tackle company today.  But he started it off back in 1930 .. 1929, or something like that.  And he tied up a whole series of what they call ‘Matukas’:  And a lot of these were used to imitate the little fish patterns, the smelt that came over the Dome Hole .. it’s another shot of your Bogong, it’s another shot of your .. of your shrimp.

INT
Alright.  Well, we’re going to have to finish there, I think, Mick.

3/22:39

MH
Oh, we’re only just getting started.

INT
Thank you very much.  It’s been a wonderful interview.

END OF RECORDING.
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